MOHAMMED   ALY
manner: !It is good to rise up, my son (as the day is dawning), to
the hour of morning prayer. It is then the night angels depart,
and the angels of the day arrive, but those that linger and sleep
on still, Satan enters into them. Knowest thou I had once in my
house a serving lad, a Nasrany, and although he washed his
head with soap and had combed out his hair, yet then his visage
always appeared swollen and discoloured, wellah as a swine; and
if you mark them of a morning, you may see the Nasara to be all
of them as swine.9
'Ignorant' (jdhil) more than ill-given was the young Abd el-
Kader, and hugely overgrown, so that Hasan said one day,
observing him, eAbd el-Kader's costard is as big as the head of
our white mule and nothing in it.9 Thus they puUed his coxcomb
in the kella, till it had done the poor lad's heart good to have
blubbered; bye and bye he was dismissed to keep the water with
another at B. Moaddam.
Mohammed Aly, (by his surname) el-Mahjiib, surveyor of the
kellas between Tebuk and el-Medina, was an amiable bloody
ruffian, a little broken-headed, his part good partly violent nature
had been distempered (as many of their unquiet climbing spirits)
in the Turkish school of government; he was without letters. His
family had inhabited a mountain country (he said, eof uncorrupted
ancient manners') in Algeria: in the conquest, rather than become
subjects of the Nasara, they embarked at their own election in
French government vessels, to be landed in Syria. There was a
tradition amongst their ancestors, that Very anciently they
occupied all that country about Maan, where also Moses fed the
flocks of Jethro the prophet; the B. Israel had dispossessed them.'
Entering the military service, he had fought and suffered with the
Syrian troops, in a terrible jehad against the Muscovites, in the
Caucasus, where he was twice wounded. The shot, it seemed to
me, by his own showing, had entered from the backward, and still
the old wounds vexed him in ill weather. Afterward, at the head
of a small horse troop, he served in Palestine and the lands beyond
Jordan, attaching himself to the fortunes of Mohammed Said,
from whom he had obtained his present office. The man, half
ferocious trooper, could speak fair and reasonably in his better
mind; then as there are backwaters in every tide, he seemed
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